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GR15 Spanish Pyrenees 

Summary & Overview 

7 night village to village guided walking holiday following 

the GR15 through the Ordesa National Park – a world 

heritage site and Spain’s first protected area. This is a 

superb section of path visiting the highlights of the park 

including the Ordesa and Anisclo Canyons.  

The route passes through diverse scenery with some 

remote sections where we’ll not meet other walkers all 

day. Virtually the whole route is on stunning footpaths. 

Each evening we will stay in traditional medieval villages 

all with panoramic mountain views that will give guests 

a real sense of the Pyrenean culture that has lasted for 

centuries. 

Location 

The Ordesa National Park is in the central Aragonese 

Pyrenees, 2 ½ hrs north of Zaragoza. The park borders 

the French Parc National des Pyrenees.  

Accommodation 

Accommodation is of high quality throughout and split 

between small hotels and superb casa rurals. The casa 

rurals I have selected are classic examples of local 

architecture and have neen beautifully with stone walls, 

beamed ceilings and full of character. All have 

excellently furnished en-suite bedrooms. The final 2 

nights are in the 4* Hotel Ordesa. 

 

Meals 

The week is full board with breakfast, picnic lunches and 3 course evening meals provided each 

day. Menus lean towards typical Spanish dishes of the area. Vegetarians and other dietary 

requirements can be catered for if given adequate notice. 

Walking grade 

A reasonable level of fitness will be required with days between 10km and 19km. The paths 

are generally good underfoot although there are occasional rocky sections – no scrambling is 

required. The first two days have sustained ascents.  
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GR15 Spanish Pyrenees 

Detailed description of route and accommodation 

7 night village to village walking holiday following the GR15 through the Ordesa National Park. 

The GR15 stretches from the Atlantic to the Mediterranean coast. At over 800km in length the 

full trail takes a good 50 days. This week visits one of the most spectacular sections of the 

GR15 as it passes through the Ordesa National Park. 

A world heritage site and Spain’s first protected area (in 1918) the Ordesa National Park is an 

undisputed highlight of the Spanish Pyrenees. The diversity of flora and fauna is incredible and 

this hike would be ideal for nature lovers. In particular the park is home to many birds of prey 

and we stand a good chance of seeing golden eagles and lammergeier along with griffon 

vultures, booted eagles and many others. 

The route walks between medieval villages in picturesque settings. All of the villages are small 

and tranquil with 11th or 12th century Romanesque churches. 

Accommodation on several nights is in casa rurals. These are converted country houses with 

stone walls and beamed ceilings. The casa rurals we have selected are all of superb quality 

with beautifully furnished bedrooms, great food and views in all directions. I’ve included links 

to the websites for each accommodation and encourage you to take a quick look to see the 

quality of the accommodation being offered. 

All accommodation is full board with breakfast, picnic lunch and evening meal included on 

each day. Vegetarians and other dietary requirements can be catered for as long as we know in 

advance. 

Bags will be moved each day with guests only carrying a day pack. We will also be able to 

transport guests between villages if they feel they need a rest day. 

Day 1: Arrival 

Transfer from Zaragoza  to Bestue.  

Accommodation: Casa Capella (in Bestue)  – a 

beautiful 200 year old country house. All 

guests will be served their evening meal and 

breakfast at the main house. Rooms are a 

mixture of twins and doubles with a single and 

a triple available if required. All rooms are en-

suite. 

For more photos of the accommodation visit: 

www.casacapella.eu 

 

 

http://www.casacapella.eu/
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GR15 Spanish Pyrenees 

 

Day 2: Escuain to Bestue 

Walk: 12km, 600m ascent 

Short transfer from Bestue to Escuain (approx 20 mins). Walk begins from Escuain initially 

along a path with spectacular views into the steep gorge of Gargantas de Escuain. We then 

pass under the impressive mountain of Castillo Mayor as we walk to the small village of 

Bestue. 

Accommodation: Casa Capella as per the previous night. 

Day 3: Bestue to Buerba 

Walk: 10km, 1200m ascent (option of vehicle transfer for last section reducing the day to 7km, 

800m ascent) 

If this day is too far (the distance isn’t much but the ascent and descent are steep) there is an 

alternative round trip we can do from Bestue to a peak overlooking the Anisclo Canyon that 

has absolutely superb views. After we can drive to Buerba. 

A fairly steep climb of 800m for fantastic views over the Anisclo Canyon. Descend into the 

canyon to the 12th century church of San Urbez before climbing again to the village of Buerba 

for more spectacular views. This is the hardest days walking and we would have a vehicle 

waiting at San Urbez for any guests that felt they couldn’t manage the final ascent up to 

Buerba. 

Accommodation: Casa Lisa (Buerba) – 

beautifully renovated 500 year old stone 

building. Breakfast and evening meals 

would be taken at the restaurant attached 

to Casa Lisa. 

For photos visit: www.casalisa.info  

Day 4: Buerba to Nerin 

Walk: 14km, 1000m ascent 

The majority of the day will be spent exploring the deep Anisclo Canyon. High cliffs and 

waterfalls surround us. Excellent place to spot griffon vultures and lammergeier  (several pairs 

of Europe’s largest and rarest vultures nest in the canyon). We’ll return to the entrance of 

Anisclo before climbing out of the canyon, through the semi abandoned village of Sercue to 

Nerin. 

 

 

http://www.casalisa.info/


 

Page 4 

 

GR15 Spanish Pyrenees 

Accommodation: Hotel Palazio – a small 16 room 

hotel with superb views into Anisclo and over 

Pena Montanessa. All rooms are en-suite and 

those on the second floor have balconies.  For 

more photos visit: www.hotelpalazio.com 

Day 5: Rest Day 

Relax in Nerin or go for a short walk. In the late afternoon and evening we’ll visit the historic 

town of Ainsa. It has a beautiful old town, church and hilltop fort. We’ll eat in Ainsa. 

Day 6 : Nerin to Buesa 

Walk: 19km, 300m ascent 

Today the GR15 contours around the mountainside from the Valle de Vio into the Valle de Ara. 

The trails passes through pine and oak woodland. We finish walking at the village of Buesa and 

from there will drive to Torla where we’ll stay for the night. 

Accommodation: Hotel Ordesa – comfortable 4* hotel with views into the Ordesa Valley. 40 

rooms all en-suite and well furnished. Outdoor pool open in July and August. Full Spa facilities 

available (massage, sauna, etc) at additional cost. Breakfast and evening meal to be taken at 

the restaurant. For photos visit: 

http://www.hotelordesa.com/index.php?seccion=gale

ria2.php&galeria=Habitaciones  

Day 7: The Ordesa Valley 

Walk: 16km, 550m ascent 

A short transfer to the Pradera car park before a hike 

through Ordesa Valley. Spain’s first ever protected 

area (since1918) and a World Heritage Site, the 

kilometre deep is the highlight of the Spanish 

Pyrenees. There is a fantastic path on the northern cliffs called theFaja Racon which gives 

fantastic  views across the valley. 

Accommodation: Hotel Ordesa as per the previous night. 

Day 8: Transfer 

Free morning in Torla before transfer to  Zaragoza airports.  

http://www.hotelpalazio.com/
http://www.hotelordesa.com/index.php?seccion=galeria2.php&galeria=Habitaciones
http://www.hotelordesa.com/index.php?seccion=galeria2.php&galeria=Habitaciones

